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Minutes 

Historic District Commission Meeting 

Monday, August 9, 2013 

Town Hall Meeting Road, Old Town Road 

9:30 am 

 

 

Present:  Members:  Chair William Penn, Vice Chair Martha Ball, Mark Vaillancourt, Claire McQueeny, and 

Dennis Riordan.  Absent:  Michael Ballard and Douglas Gilpin.  Teressa Chmiel, Administrative Assistant was 

present for the recording of the minutes.  Members of the audience Mary Lawless and Kathy Szabo were 

present. 

 

Call to Order 

Chair William Penn called the meeting to order at 9:35am.   

 

Mr. Penn made a motion seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt to change the order of the agenda by moving the 

“Discussion of business sign issues” before final review. 

 

4 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, and Riordan)  0 Nays 

3 Absent (Ballard, McQueeny and Gilpin) 

 

Ms. McQueeny joined the meeting at 9:39am. 

 

Discussion of business sign issues. 

Kathy Szabo, Block Island Chamber of Commerce and Mary Lawless, Chamber Board were present.  Ms. 

Lawless and Ms. Szabo discussed with the Commission the business community frustrated with abusive signage 

in the Business District.  Discussion ensued on temporary tents, banners, signs, and enforcement.  The 

Commission discussed outlining a plan to address these issues with the Old Harbor Task Force, Chamber of 

Commerce, and Tourism Council in a work session with the Town Council.  Mr. Penn asked Ms. Chmiel to 

send a memo to Marc Tillson, Building Official to formally request action on the sign violations. 

 

Final Review: 

Calvez, LLC.  Plat 6, Lot 119.  Application for Darius by Christina Zendt for screening of roof mounted a/c 

condensers. 

 

Christina Zendt business owner for Calvez, LLC presented.  Ms. Zendt proposed screening the a/c condensers 

with lattice.  Mr. Penn informed the applicant of the guidelines for lattice referencing page 22 of the Historic 

District Commission, Procedures and Standards Guidebook; “Lattice strips should be a minimum of 1 ½” wide, 

and the “open” space should not exceed 1 ½” x 1 ½”.  Prefabricated lattice should be framed and banded” 
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Mr. Penn made a motion seconded by Mr. Riordan for the approval of screening of an a/c unit on Plat 6 Lot 

119, Calvez, LLC with lattice that is in compliance with the HDC guidelines based on the following findings of 

fact: 

 

 The Darius Inn is a contributing building to the Historic District. 

 

3 Ayes (Penn, McQueeny, and Riordan)  2 Nays (Ball and Vaillancourt) 

2 Absent (Ballard and Gilpin) 

 

The motion does not carry  

 

Ms. Ball made a motion seconded by Mr. Vaillancourt for the application to be deferred on the screening until 

such time, as further information of condenser units is received from the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & 

Heritage Commission. 

 

2 Ayes (Ball and Vaillancourt)   3 Nays (Penn, McQueeny, and Riordan) 

2 Absent (Ballard and Gilpin) 

 

The motion does not carry. 

 

Mr. Penn made a motion seconded by Ms. McQueeny to defer action to the next regular schedule meeting on 

August 19, 2013. 

 

5 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, McQueeny, and Riordan)  0 Nays 

2 Absent (Ballard and Gilpin) 

 

Mr. Penn informed the applicant due to the fact the application is continuing this will not constitute a violation. 

 

Calvez, LLC.  Plat 6, Lot 119.  Application for Darius by Christina Zendt to construct an outdoor shower. 

 

Christina Zendt business owner for Calvez, LLC presented.  Ms. Zendt explained she wishes to build an outdoor 

shower between two outbuildings a barn and shed.  She presented drawings of the outdoor shower.  Mr. Penn 

requested the applicant submit a detailed list of materials, including a final set of elevations.   

 

Mr. Penn made a motion seconded by Ms. McQueeny to approve preliminary review for siting and massing of 

an outdoor shower for Plat 6, Lot 119 for Calvez, LLC. 

 

5 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, McQueeny, and Riordan)  0 Nays 

2 Absent (Ballard and Gilpin) 

 

The applicant was instructed to return to the Historic District Commission for final review. 
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Adjournment 

Mr. Penn made a motion seconded by Ms. Ball to adjourn the meeting at 10:23am. 

 

5 Ayes (Penn, Ball, Vaillancourt, McQueeny, and Riordan)  0 Nays 

2 Absent (Ballard and Gilpin) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teressa L. Chmiel 

Administrative Assistant 

Building & Land Use Department 

Approved:  February 27, 2014 


